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ONE WAY TO FORGET AND FORGIVE

- Q. Those who have lost their dear ones, or the homes
-which they built up through years of patient care, find it ex-
tremely difficult to forgive and forget. How can they get over
that feeling and look upon the community from which the mis-
creants came with a feeling of brotherhood ?

A. The speaker said the one way to forget and forgive was
to contemplate Bihar which had done much worse than
.Noakhali and Tipperah. Did they want the Muslims to take dire
vengeance for the Hindu atrocities there ? They could not.
From this they should learn to forget and forgive, if they did
.not wish to descend to the lowest depths of barbarity. More-
over, they must not harbour an inferiority complex. They should
be brave. And forgiveness was an attribute and adornment of
bravery. Let them be truly brave. True bravery refused to
strike ; it would suffer all infliction with patient cheerfulness,
That would be the truest way of disarming opposition.

Harijan, 23-3-1947
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NON-RESISTANCE
Gandhiji in his post-prayer speech referred to -a letter from
a correspondent which had lately reached him. It was in ans-
wer to that letter that he wanted to say that if a man abused
him, it would never do for him to return the abuse. An evil
returned by another evil only succeeded in multiplying it, in-
stead of leading to its reduction. It was a -universal law, he
said, that violence could never be quenched by superior violence
but could only be quenched by non-violence or non-resistance.
IBut the true meaning of non-resistance had often been misun-
derstood or even distorted. It never implied that a non-violent
laan should bend before the violence of an aggressor. While mql
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